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Title: The Effects of Oil Spills and Methods to Subvert Them
Introduction
Thesis Statement: Oil spills have significant short and long-term consequences for marine habitats; they can be overcome with minimal damage by stopping the leak and letting natural microbes degrade the oil over time or using absorbents (not detergents) to aid the microbial process. 
Introduction Points:
· oil spills cause physical smothering of marine species
· spills cause reproductive damage
· spills disrupt ecological balance
Section Heading: Short-Term Impact

First Paragraph Topic Sentence: The short term impact of an oil spill is that it leads to the physical smothering of creatures that happen to be in the marine environment – presumably because oil smothers gills and acts as a thick coat cast over plant life (Stewart, 2005).

Paragraph Points:

· Oil clogs fish gills, blocks sunlight, and hampers movement. Use (British Petroleum, n.d.)
· Oil destroys marine plant life, and disrupts marine ecology from the base level. Use (British Petroleum, n.d.)
· Oil’s effects aren’t limited to submarine life, as it clogs gills, it also damages bird feathers. Use (Elston, 2010)

Second Paragraph Topic Sentence: Another short-term impact of an oil spill is that the oil spill can literally cause marine species to stop reproducing insofar as oil components – along with the health complications they create – can seep into the aforementioned organisms (Stewart, 2005). 
Paragraph Points:

· Oil disrupts reproduction directly. Use (Kennedy, 2010)
· Oil spills destroy the food chain, affecting reproduction through lack of nutrition. Use (“Gulf of Mexico marine life endangered for generations,” n.d.)
· Oil jeopardizes marine egg survival. Use (Goldenberg, 2010)

Third Paragraph Topic Sentence: A final short-term impact of an oil spill is that the oil spill will inevitably result in different concentrations of marine species in the affected waters. For instance, there will surely be an increase in inter-tidal algae in the waters because of the death of limpets that graze on the algae (Dicks, 1999).
Paragraph Points:

· Already endangered species become more vulnerable in an oil spill. E.g. Bluefin tuna. Use (Richard, 2010)

Section Heading: Long-Term Impact
First Paragraph Topic Sentence: An oil spill can cause enduring long-term damage to local physical habitats because of its toxic components.

Paragraph Points:
· Oil contamination persists for years. Use (Kingston, 2002)

Second Paragraph Topic Sentence: An oil spill can cause some species to disappear forever. 
Paragraph Points:
· Some species are devastated. Use (Elmgren et al, 1983)

· Other species are resistant, tipping the resulting ecology out of balance in their favour. Use Elmgren et al, 1983)

Third Paragraph Topic Sentence: The oil spill will inevitably spread over time and devastate turtle and bird stocks inland. 
Paragraph Points:

· Species outside the spill zone will suffer over time. Use (“Oil spill impact on wild life will be significant,” 2010)
Section Heading: How to Clean Up the Mess
First Paragraph Topic Sentence: Were the leak plugged up, it might be a good idea to let microbes do the job of cleaning up the mess.
Paragraph Points:

· Oil spill clean up is better left to Mother Nature. Use (Softpedia, 2010)
Second Paragraph Topic Sentence: Using bio-remediation and absorbents is the other, and better, way of resolving the crisis. 
Paragraph Points:
· Absorbents and natural microbes are the best method for cleaning up oil spills. Use (Softpedia, 2010)
Section Heading: Conclusion

The conclusion of this paper is that there are long-term and short term consequences to oil spills but that an effective way of reducing the damage is to use absorbents and natural microbes to reduce the oil slick. The alternative – using detergents – simply exacerbates the existing problem and does not help in the recovery effort.
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